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SWADLINCOTE 

DISTRICT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 

FOR  1904. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
for  1904,  which  is  the  28th  I  have  made  for  the  Swadlincote 
Urban  District,  and  the  nth  since  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Gresley  and  Newhall  Wards. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  District  up  to  the  middle 
of  last  year  was  19,043.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  District 
was  241,  viz. :  122  males  and  119  females,  giving  a  death  rate 
for  the  year  of  12*65  Per  D000*  Sixteen  deaths — 9  males  and 
7  females — of  persons  belonging  to  the  District  but  whose 
deaths  took  place  outside  brings  the  total  deaths  up  to  257, 
giving  a  death  rate  of  13*49  per  1,000. 


Death-rate  for  1900 

...  13-2 

„  ,,  1901 

...  14*46 

,,  ,,  1902 

...  16*5 

»  »  1903 

...  1997 

per  1,000 


The  number  of  deaths  from  notified  zymotic  causes  was  4, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  *210  per  1,000.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  from  zymotic  causes  was  31,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
1*62  per  1,000. 


The  death-rate  from  zymotic  causes  was  in 


1900 

2*49 

1901 

2  87 

1902  ... 

2*8 

1903  ... 

1*12 

per  1,000 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  641,  viz.  :  332 
males  and  309  females.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  33*66 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with 


1900  ... 

1901  ... 

1902  ... 

1903  ... 


36-47) 

36*20 

35*98  ' 
35*82j 


per  1,000 


This  equals  a  net  increase  during  the  year  of  210  males 
and  190  females. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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The  mortality  under  one  year  equals  a  death-rate  of 
115-44  Per  i>ooo  of  births  registered  as  compared  with 

1900  ...  137*07  j 

1901  ...  125-01  (per  1,000  of  births 

1902  ...  141-561  registered 

1903  ...  94-17] 

The  death-rate  from  65  years  and  upwards  was  3-203  per 
1,000  as  compared  with 

1900  ...  2-49 

1901  ...  2-70 

1902  ...  2-07 

1903  ...  2-19 


The  following  Table  gives  the  details  of  the  Mortality  in  the 
District  of  Swadlincote  during  the  year  1904: — 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  14 

Diphtheria  and  Membra¬ 
nous  Croup  ...  2 
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Small  Pox. 

» 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

»  Measles. 

• 

.  Whooping 
Cough 


The  second  part  of  my  Report  in  the  following  Table 
deals  with  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year.  From 
this  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  71  cases  were  reported  as  com- 


pared  with  63  in  the 

previous  year. 

They 

are 

as  follows  : — 
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Notwithstanding  a  serious  outbreak  of  this  disease  in  several 
of  the  surrounding  districts  no  case  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  vaccination  throughout  the  district  is  satisfactory,  and  the 
Small  Pox  Hospital  is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  state  to 
receive  patients. 

Twenty-three  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year;  no 
death  was  registered  from  their  cause. 

Eighteen  cases  were  notified  and  two  deaths  were  registered 
from  this  cause  ;  in  nine  of  the  eighteen  cases  the  cause  might, 
I  think,  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  in  which  they  occurred  ;  the  defects  were  remedied  and 
the  disease  abated. 

Twenty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  great 
majority  of  which  were  of  the  most  trivial  nature. 

From  this  disease  the  district  was  entirely  immune. 

Was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  and  four¬ 
teen  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause  and  secondary 
causes  arising  therefrom. 
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Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  and 
other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory 
Organs. 


Thirty-nine  deaths  were  registered  from  these  causes  as 
compared  with  twenty-nine  in  the  previous  year. 


Phthisis  and  Twenty-one  deaths  occurred  under  these  heads;  no  application 
Tubercular  was  made  by  the  occupants  of  the  houses  in  which  they 

Diseases.  occurred  for  disinfection  of  the  premises,  but  in  several 

instances  this  was  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  advantage  of  being  able  to  obtain  an  examination  of  the 
sputium  by  an  expert  in  doubtful  cases  of  Phthisis,  inaugu¬ 
rated  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  has  been  of  service  in 
several  instances. 


Cancer  and  other 

Malignant 

Disease. 


Nine  deaths  were  registered  from  these  causes  as  compared  with 
twelve  in  the  previous  year. 


Diarrhoea  and  Sixteen  deaths  were  registered  from  these  causes,  thirteen  of 
Enteritis.  which  occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  no  doubt  due 
more  to  improper  feeding  than  from  any  climatic  or  other 
influence.  The  gross  ignorance  displayed  by  many  parents  in 
this  connection  is  deplorable  notwithstanding  all  the  pamphlets 
distributed.  If  the  subject  of  elementary  physiology  was  made 
more  a  leading  theme  in  the  teaching  of  the  children  of  the 
rising  generation,  the  results  would,  I  am  bound  to  think,  be 
more  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  than  the  results 
achieved  from  the  time  spent  on  the  teaching  of  music,  etc.,  and 
in  view  of  the  deplorable  waste  of  food  and  bad  cookery  dis¬ 
played  and  acknowledged  on  all  sides,  a  system  of  plain 
cookery  taught  to  the  more  advanced  pupils  in  the  elementary 
schools,  now  that  the  County  Councils  have  them  under  con¬ 
trol,  would  be  a  desideratum  to  be  aimed  at,  and  one  from 
which  a  harvest  of  health  is  more  likely  to  be  reaped  than 
from  others  of  a  more  fashionable  nature  at  present  taught. 


Puerperal  Fever.  From  this  disease  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  an  immunity 
during  the  year. 


Diphtheria  and 

Membranous 

Croup. 


Five  cases,  with  two  deaths,  were  registered  during  the  year. 
In  the  case  of  the  latter  I  am  not  aware  that  anti  toxin  was 
employed,  which  can  be  obtained  by  any  practitioner  throughout 
the  county  free  of  cost  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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Elementary 

Schools. 


Slaughterhouses 
and  Food 
Establishments. 


Common 
Lodging  Houses. 


Factory  and 
Workshops 
Act,  1901 


House 

Accommodation. 


Water  Supply 


Sewerage  and 
Drainage. 


Infectious 

Diseases 

Hospital. 


I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  every  instance  I  was  ably  assisted 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  report  I  herewith  attach — 
in  the  matter  of  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  different 
diseases. 

A  thorough  inspection  of  these  has  been  made  by  me,  and  I 
am  able  to  report  that  their  sanitary  condition  throughout  the 
district  is  satisfactory. 

Of  these  also  I  am  able  to  report  a  satisfactory  sanitary 
condition. 

Of  these  we  have  none  in  the  district. 

I  have  systematically  visited  the  factories  and  workshops 
throughout  the  district,  and  find  that  in  the  matter  of  clean¬ 
liness,  air  space,  ventilation,  and  other  conditions  specified 
under  the  Act,  they  are  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  received  the  attention  of  your 
Inspector,  and  the  nuisance  abated.  Otherwise  the  house 
accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  satisfactory,  and  will 
bear  favourable  comparison  as  to  air  space  and  general  good 
sanitary  surroundings  with  that  of  any  other  of  a  like  district. 
The  too-early  occupancy  of  new  houses  is  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  those  tenanting  them,  and  illness  resulting  therefrom 
has  been  observed  by  me  again  last  year  from  this  cause,  and 
steps  should  be  taken  by  the  Council  in  this  connection. 

Has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  sewerage  system  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  the 
scavenging  equally  so.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
water-closets  are  gradually  taking  the  place  of  the  privy 
system,  and  will  in  a  measurable  time  supersede  the  latter. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  suitable  Hospital  still 
remains  in  abeyance,  and  as  I  have  frequently  urged,  requires 
the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council. 
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Ankylostomiasis  £)uring  the  year  a  circular  was  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  disease  had  appeared  amongst  the  miners  in  some  parts  of 
England.  Briefly  it  may  be  described  as  a  disease  produced  by 
a  worm  inhabiting  a  portion  of  the  small  intestines,  causing  in 
its  host  grave  anaemia,  and  usually  found  in  men  working 
underground. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  at  great  pains  to 
discover  the  eggs  of  the  worm — without  success — in  the  case 
of  a  miner  in  your  district,  and  steps  were  taken  at  the  different 
collieries  in  the  neighbourhood  to  warn  the  workmen  as  to  the 
means  to  be  taken  for  its  prevention.  Noth  withstanding  the 
fact  of  the  non-discovery  of  the  eggs  of  the  worm  in  the 
evacuations,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  patient 
mentioned  above  suffered  from  this  disease,  and  that  his 
recovery  is  due  to  the  treatment  for  the  expulsion  of  the  worms 
which  was  carried  out. 

Inspection. 

I  have  made  my  usual  periodic  and  systematic  inspection 
of  the  district,  including  cowsheds  and  dairies,  and  have 
found  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  this  likewise  applies 
to  bakehouses.  I  have  by  monthly  reports  and  otherwise 
informed  you  as  to  the  health  of  the  district.  No  case 
of  diseased  meat  or  fish  was  offered  for  sale.  No  occasion 
arose  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Adulteration  of  Foods 
Act,  or  in  the  matter  of  offensive  trades. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOHN  HAMILTON. 
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TABLE  A. 

Summary  of  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances*  Department  during  the  year 
1904,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Swadlincote, 
containing  an  area  of  3,415  acres. 


DESCRIPTION  OP  NUISANCE. 
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Drains  obstructed  ... 
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...  7 

Insanitary  Privies  and  Ashpits 

...  5  ... 
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...  9 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation 

...  22  ... 
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...  30 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s 

...  10  ... 
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...  47 

Defective  Water  Closets 
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...  2 

Urinals  defective 
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...  20 

New  W.C.’s  to  Licensed  Houses  ... 
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0 

...  0 

Overcrowding 
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...  2 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  ... 
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...  2 

Totals 

•  •  •  69  •  •  • 

23 

...  124 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  visited  by  Inspector,  and 
when  necessary  by  Medical  Officer.  Disinfecting  done  by 
Inspector.  Materials  supplied  by  Council.  Regular  inspection 
of  meat,  fish,  fruit,  & c.,  exposed  for  sale.  No  Canal  Boats. 
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DWELLING-HOUSES. - ESTIMATED  NUMBER,  3,655. 


Number  inspected  ...  ...  123 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  ...  11 

Reported  as  unfit  for  Habitation  ...  1 

Legal  Notices  to  Close  Houses  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses  Closed  ...  1 

Number  of  Infected  Houses  ...  40 

Number  Disinfected  ...  ...  36 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  133 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ..  35 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  no 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  104 


WORKSHOPS. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  143 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  614 


JABEZ  HARVEY, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


